Recently diagnosed with breast cancer? Understand
what your test results mean and how they can impact
your treatment

All patients diagnosed with breast cancer will
have their tumour tissue subjected to routine
testing for estrogen receptor (ER),
progesterone receptor (PR) and human
epidermal growth factor receptor-2 (HER2 or
ErbB-2). Cancerous cells may have none, only
one or all three receptors.

Implication

Hormone positive (ER+ or PR+)
and HER2 negative

Triple negative
(ER -, PR-, and HER2-)

This type of tumour receives
growth signals from hormones
and is likely to respond to
hormone therapy. You may or
may not require chemotherapy,
if you have Stage I or II disease.

The growth of this type
of tumour, which tests
negative for all 3
receptors, is not due to
hormones or HER2
overexpression.

HER2 positive
The growth of this type of
tumour is fuelled by the
overexpression of the
HER2 oncogene and
controlled by anti-HER2
treatment

I have early stage (Stage I or II) hormone positive HER2 negative breast cancer. Do I need
chemotherapy?
Prognostic tests are now available that can help determine if chemotherapy is required in Stage I & II
hormone positive (either ER+ or PR+) and HER2 negative breast cancer.
How do these prognostic tests work?
The prognostic tests study additional biomarkers in your tumour to classify you into risk categories
(low risk or high risk) based on your risk of relapse or recurrence. You won’t need to undergo any
additional procedure, the prognostic test can be done on the same sample on which ER,PR & HER2
testing has been performed. Low risk patients may be able to avoid chemotherapy as their risk of
relapse tends to be small.
Every tumour is different. Prognostic tests can help you get personalized treatment that
is the best ﬁt for you! Ask your oncologist if you are eligible for a prognostic test.
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